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1 SkyRider Anamazingadventurestoryaboutaboywhowas
notseenasspecialanddidnothavemanyfriends.
He is discovered in the local mountains singing,
andbefriendedandpraisedbyawise,caringplayful
dragon.

23 HelenisTen Dr.Schallerhasworked inemergencyroomsdur-
inghistraining.Hisfatherisalsoaphysicianwho
hasalwaystaughtchildsafety,includingtohisown
family. This story teaches children how to avoid
commoninjuriesthatcouldharmthem.

55 GussyisFussy Godinventedjoyandlaughter.Inthissilly,playful
dogstorywegettomeetGussy,arealdogwhocon-
stantlydoesveryfunnythings.Thisstorywillleave
achildwithadeepsmile.
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DelwasasmallboyfromRendee.

Helivedwithhismotherandbrothernearthesea.



4

ThepeopleofRendeewereknownas“Grand”singers.

Del’sbrothersangthebestaround.

Hesanginchurches,inschoolsandtowns.

Hissingingbroughtsmilestothosewhofrowned.



5

ButDelsangpoorly,sohewastold.

Whenhesang,hisvoicecrackedalittle.

“Hisvoicesureisnotgold,”onemanevensaid.



6

ButDellovedtosing...

Sohewentintothehighmountains,

wherenoonecouldsee.

Andhemadeupsongsaboutseabirdsandtrees,

andthingsthatcouldbe.



7

Onesummerday,onthemountainsofRendee,

WhenDelwassingingloudandfree....



8

Suddenly,awindrushedpasthisears,

aslargewingsflewnear!

Delhidinabush,andhelookedouttosee.



9

AndwhatDelsaw,he
couldhardlybelieve...

“Thereisadragonlooking
backatme!”

“Sing,littleboy,”boomed
thegreatdragon.

“Singdragonsongsforme.”



10

Delwasafraidtohavesuchafan,

soheranandhesang,andhesangasheran.

Andrunhediddo,withthedragoninflight,

CheeringDel’ssingingwithallofhismight.



11

Halfwaydownthemountain,Delstartedtosee.

“Thisdragonisnotnasty.Hewantstobenicetome!”

Again,Delsangasongaboutseabirds,andtrees,

andthingsthatcouldbe.

Andwhenhewasdone,Delgaveadeepbow.

Andthedragoncheeredsoloud,

hemadeatreefalldown!



12

Thedragonthenofferedaridetoshowhisthanks.

“Wow,”thoughtDel,buthewasalittleafraid...

Smallchildrendonotflydragonseveryday.

ButDeltriedanyway.

Uptheywent,upandaway.

Andswoopingandzoomingandmakingbirdsflyaway.



13

OverRendee,theyflewtothehighestofheights.

Andtheyevengrabbedalostkite!



14

Thenallthetown’speoplelookedup.

“Myheavens,”saidonewoman.

“AdragonisflyingoverRendee!”

Andthepeoplestartedtoflee.

WhenDelsaweveryonerunning,heyelled,

“Itsokay.Itsonlyadragonandme!”



15

Thenthedragonlandedinthecenteroftown.

Hespokegently,sothepeoplewouldcomearound.

“Iliveinthemountains,highoutofsight.

Ihearyoursongseverynight.

Yourvoicesaresweet,yetyourwordsfeelcold...

ButDelsingswithlovefromhissoul.”



16

Allthepeoplewereshakenbywhatthedragonsaid.



17

“DelisaspecialgifttoRendee,”thedragonsaid.

“Agiftfromheaven!Youshallallsee.”

Thenthedragonsaidtohisrider,

“PleaseDel,singasongforme.”



18

SoDeljumpedoffthedragon’sback,

Andhebegansingingforeveryone.

DelsangofGod’slove,andthatHewaskind.

AndthatGodwouldalwaysstaynearthem,

eveninsaddaysandwintertime.



19

Thepeopleheardhissongs.

Thesongsseemedsonew.

Theyclappedloudly,

whenhewasthrough…

“Hiswordsreallytouchedme,”

saidthemayorwithatearinhiseye.”

“Ithoughtitwasfine,”

saidanelderlyman.

“Suchagiftedladhascome

fromthesky!”



20

AndthedragontookDelformanymoreflights.

Astheyflew,Deltaughtthedragontosing.

Butwhenthedragonsangloud,heburnedthings.

Theywerealwayshappytofindlostkites.

Theywouldchasethemandgrabthestrings.

AndGod’sdragonkeptallofRendeesafeandhappy
throughoutthenight.



21

AndDelandthedragonstayedclosefriends.



22

Intheyearsthatfollowed,onecouldoftensee,

Delandhisdragonflyinghighandfree.

And,astheyflew,Delfelthebelonged.

HelovedtoflywithhisGod,

andlaughaboutsillydragonsongs.

TheEnd
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Helenisten.Sheisasmarthen.

Shehassmartgrandparents.

Theyareboth103.



26

Shesaid,“Grandmother,howdidyougettobe103?”

HerGrandmothersaid,“First,bybehavingcarefullyandlisteningto
wiseoldhenslikeme.”



27

Helenissmart.Sosheaskedhowtobesafe.

Helendidnotwanttogetabumponhernoseorfallonherrump.



28

“Grandmother,pleaseteachmehowtobesafe,”Helensaid.

“Iwouldbehappytoteachyouhowtobesafe,mylittledear,”
Grandmothersaid.



29

“First,learnaboutstreets,”Grandmothersaid.

“Somehendriversarewildandnotcarefulwhentheydrive.”

“Otherhendriversstayuptoolate,donotgetenoughsleep,andfall
asleepwhentheydrive.”



30

“Someotherhendriverseatortalkontheirphonesastheydrivetheir
hencarshome,”Grandmothersaid.



31

“Andsomeforgettheirglasses,sotheycan’tseetheroad
ontheirwayhome.”



32

“Soyouhavetostayfaroffthestreet
whenthesehensaredrivinghome,
eating,sleepingortalkingontheir
phones,”shesaid.

“Thenextwaytobesafe
istowearyourseatbelt,”
Grandmothersaid.



33

“Soifyourcarishitbyanothercar,youwillnotgethurt.”

“Theseatbeltwillholdyouinplace,andyouwillbeverysafe,”shesaid.



34

“HowcanIbesafewhenIgoswimming?”Helenasked.

“HowcanIbesafeatapoolorlake?”



35

“Ifyouplayinpools,theoceanoralake,”Grandmothersaid,“makesure
anadultisnear.Thenyouhavenothingtofear.”



36

“Andifalifeguardisnear,makesureyoulistenandcanhear,”
Grandmothersaidwithasmile.

“Andonlyswimwithabuddynear,mydear.”



37

“Andneverdiveintothewaterheadfirst,sinceyoucouldbangyour
head,”myGrandmothersaid.



38

“Ifyoudo,youwillgotobedwithaverysorehead.”



39

“Anotherlessonforyoutolearnissimple.Ifyoueverfeelillandsick,do
nottakemedicineonyourownathome,”Grandmotherwarned.



40

“Why?”Helenasked.

“Becausemedicineisonlysafe
ataspecialchildsize,”shesaid.

“Ifyoutakewhatyouwish,
youcouldgetreallysick,”
myGrandmotherwarned.



41

“Soonlyletanadultgivemedicinetoyou,soyouwillfeelbetterandnot
turngreenorblue.”



42

HaveIlearnedenoughtobesafe?”HelenaskedherGrandmother.

“Wearenotthrough,”shesaid.“Ihavealittlemoretoteachyou.”



43

“Itisimportanttoknowthatsomebadkidswanttoputonashow.
Theythinkshowingoffagunisfun,buttheyarereallydumb.”

“Pleaselistenclosetomechild,thesekidsarefoolsandagunisnot
cool,”shesaid.

“Sonevertouchagun,becauseitcaneasilygooffbyitself,”
Grandmothersaid.



44

“Kidswhoshowoffaguntobecool,getinbigtroubleinhenschool,and
gethurtandhurtpeople,”Grandmothersaid.



45

“Areyoulisteningtome?”shesaid.

“Yes,Grandmother,”Isaid.“Iamnotafool.Iknowgunsaredangerous
andnotcool.”



46

“Ihaveanotherlessontokeepyousafe,”Grandmothersaid.

“Youshouldnevergowithastrangeranyplace.Onlygowithaperson
youknow,likearelativeoraclosefriendofyourparents.”



47

“Anotherlessonisalittleweird,butyouneedtoknowit.Ifanyone
touchesyouinyourprivateplace,inyourpants,tellyourparentsand
me.Itisnotrightforadultstotouchyourprivateplace,”shesaid.

“Privatepartsareonlytouchedquicklytogetyouclean.Iknowthisis
weird,butsomebadadultsliketotouchtheprivatepartsofchildren.
Theydonotcareyoudonotwanttobetouchedofteninyourprivate
place.”

“Iunderstand!”Helensaid.



48

metojumpfromatree,Icouldnotflyandhurtmythinbird
knee,”Grandmothersaid.



49

“Itwasnotfunforme.IcriedandcalledformyMommy.”



50

“Someolderkidsmightbringalcoholanddrugstoschool.”

“Thesegoofydumbbirdbrainsthinkitiscool.Butalcoholanddrugs
hurtthem,andtheyhavetroubleinhenschool,”Grandmothersaid.



51

“Nowmychildyouhavelearnedenough.”

“Itistimeforatastylunch,”Grandmothersaid.



52

“Andyourmomtoldmetogiveyouavitaminwithyourseeds.”

“Whydoesmymomgivemevitamins?”Helenasked.

“Shegivesthemtoyousoyouwillgrowbigandstrong,andyourbeak
willgrowlong,”Grandmothersaid.



53

“Ifyoudoallthesethings,youwillbesafe.Youwillhavehealthywings,
andanicebeak,”Grandmothersaid.

“Youwillbehealthyandhappylikeme.Andlivetobea103!”
Grandmothersaid.



54

AndthenHelen’sGrandmotherlaughed.

ShegaveHelenahugandapeckonthecheek.

Thentheywentforawalkonthesidewalk,safely,
farawayfromthebusystreet.

TheEnd
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WhenGussywasababypoodle,

Isawhim,andIlovedhim.

Hewassocute,
Iwantedtobuyhissister,too.
Butmymothersaid,““Poodlescanbefussy,
andmaywanttoplaywithyouallthetime.”

SowejustgotGussy.

Mynextdoorneighbor,Mr.TommyLou,broughtGussy’ssister.
SoGussyandIsawhereveryday.



58

Mymomwasright.

Gussywantedtoplaywithmeallthetime.

Hewantedtoplaywithmeinthemorning.



59

Hewantedtoplaywithmeatdinner.



60

Andhewantedtoplaywithmeinthemiddleofthenight!



61

Helikedotherkids,buthereallylikedme.



62

YouseeGussywasfussy.

Heonlylovedtoplaywithme.



63

AtnightGussyhidundermybed.

Helikedtoactlikeawatchdog.



64

Butmymothertookhimdowntohiscrate.

Becausehehadpoopedonthefloorlastweek,whenitwaslate.



65

ButsometimesGussydidnotlikethecrate.

Hewantedtostayuplate.



66

“Comeoutfromunderthebed,”mymomsaid.

ButGussyrefused.

SomymomwouldreachunderthebedtotugGussy.

Sometimeshewouldgrowl.



67

Mymomlaughed,“Youaresilly,Gussy,forgrowlingatme.

Ibuyyourfood.”



68

“Yes,let’stalkaboutfood,”Gussysaid.

“YoumustbuymyfoodfromParis.

Parisfoodisthebest.”



69

“Gussy,youaretoofussy,”mymothersaid.

“IwillnotbuyParisfoodforyou.

Whatacrazythingtodo.”

“ButIneedcookiesandPariscake,”Gussywhined.

“No,”mymomsaid,“Iwillbuyyouhealthydogfood,andsomebones.”

“Bones!Yuck.Thatwillnotdo,”Gussywhined.

“Iwantcookiesandcake,notbones.”

Gussywasveryfussy.
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Gussylikedtogetatan.

Butmydadsaid,“Toomuchsuncanburnyou.”

ButGussywasbad.Heopenedthefrontdoorwithhispaw.

Helethimselfout.Heranaroundanddidnotmakeasound.

Buthestartedtofrown,asthesunwentdown.

Gussyhadasunburn.



71

Mydadwasnicetohim,andputmedicineonhisburn.

ButGussysaid,“YouwillthinkIamfussy,

butthebestmedicineforaburn,isoilfromafern.”

“Gussy,Ithinkthatisfussy,”

mydadsaid.“Oilfromafernwillnothelpaburn.”



72

AfterGussywasbetter,wewentonaplane.

Hewasinaspecialdoggycarrierbag.

Itwentundermyseat.

Itwasreallyfunandneat.



73

AndGussylikedtoflyintheplane.

Hewouldcomeoutandsitontheseat.

Helovedtolookinourdoggybag,

toseewhathewasgoingtoeat.

HewaslookingforcookiesandFrenchcake.



74

WhenIwenttogotothebathroom,

Gussyjumpedupandrandowntheplane.

“Hey,don’tforgetGussy,”heyelled,asheranafterme.



75

Buttheairlinemandidnotlikewhathesaw;

“HeyGussy,thisisaplane.

Itisnotaplaceforgames.

Pleasegetbackinyourseat.”

Gussyobeyed.

Hewentbacktohisseattoeatcookiesandcake.
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Gussyisfussy,butheisalsonice.

Heisnicetolittleanimals.

Mydadgotabird.

Gussywashappywhenheheardthebird.

Hesangtothebirdandasked,

“Whatdoyouthinkofmysong?”



77

Andthebirdsaid,“Thatisverygoodforadog.”

Gussywasfussy,andtriedtosing“perfectsongs.”

Butthebirdsaid,“Justhavefunwithyoursongs.”

Andheandthebirdsanglongintothenight.

Gussystoppedtryingtomakehissongsperfectandright.



78

Gussyisfussyabouthisdogtreats.

Momfindstheminthewashbasketeveryweek.

“Whyareyourtreatsinthebasketofwash?”mymomasked.

“BecauseIwantthemtobecleanandshiny,

likethetopofFrenchcake,”hesaid.

“Gussy,”myMomsaid,“youaretotallyfussy.”



79

MomtakesGussyoutonherbike.

Hedoesnotridethebike;herunsbyherside.

Herunsonalong,longleash,

Sohewillnotrunoff.

Somepeoplesay,“Whatapoorlittledogbeingdraggedalong.”

Mymomjustshakesherhead.“Theyaretotallywrong,”shesays.

“Gussyisstrongerthansteel,andrunsveryfast.

Thathoundistheonedraggingme!”



80

AndastheyridedownthestreetGussyrunstoofast.

Mymomcallsout“Slowdown,slowdown!”

ButGussyrunsandsticksouthischest.

Hewantsthebeaglesandboxerstoseeheistough.

MymomsurelovesGussy.

Orshewouldnotputupwithhisnonsense.



81

Gussyisfussyaroundapool.

Ishouldbecleaner,withashiniercoat,“hesaid.

“ButIdonotwantwateronmyhead.”

Heputhispawinthewater,butcurleduphistoes.

“Thewatermustbecleaner,ifIamtowetmynose.”
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Mydadheardthisandstartedtolaugh.

“Gussy,youarefussy.”

SoDadlethimrunthroughthegardenhose.



83

MyfriendsEddie,PeterandPete,cometoplaywithmeafterschool.

Gussythinksheisakidtoo,andtriestoactrealcool.

Weplaybasketball,baseball,andKalamazoopool.



84

Gussyjoinsinallthesegames,

andnoonetellshimhesmellslikeazoo.



85

Gussyisafussyeater.

Sincehedoesnotbelieveheisadog,

heasksforpeoplefood.

Gussyasksthatthespicebe“justright.”

“Lookinthismirror,”mymomsaid.“Youareadog.”

“AllIseeisaFrenchmoviestar,”Gussysaid.

“Andaveryhandsomeone.”



86

Mymomshookherhead.

Shesaid,“Idonotknowwhattosay.

Youarehandsome,butyouareadog.”

“Okay,”Gussysaid.“IwillagreeIamadog,

ifIcaneatFrenchcake,andnoteatlikeahog.”



87

Gussysneakspeoplefood.

Ifwewalkawayfromourmeal,

hejumpsontopofthetable.



88

HeeatsourFrenchtoastandFrenchFries!

“WhatdidIdowrong?heasked.

“IamaFrenchpoodle,soIlikeFrenchfood.

Doyouhaveanycookiesorcake?

AndIwouldlovesomenoodles.”

Mymotherdoesnotliketohearthisnonsense.

”GussyIlikeyou,”shesaid.“Butyoucannoteatourfood.

Itisrude.”



89

Gussyisfussy,butnowheknowswheretopoop.

Hestandsatthedoorandtwirlsinaloop.

MymomletsGussyoutofhiscrate.

Thenhegoestothebathroomoutside,

andnotwhenitistoolate.



90

Inthemorning,Gussytriestojumpinourvan.

“IamcomingtoyourschooltostudyFrench!”hesays.

“ButGussy,myschoolisfussy,”Iexplain.

Anddoesnotallowdogstocometoschool.”

“Ofcoursetheydon’t,butIamnotadog,

IamaFrenchPrince,andaDukeofTooly.”



91

Gussyisfussyandfun.

Heisreallylikenoone.

HethinksheisaKing’sson.

Heisfunny,silly,andjumpshigherthanabunny.



92

GussyishappywhenIgethome.



93

Hejumpsupanddown.

Andrunsallaround.

Hetreatsmenice.

SoIdonotcareifheisalittlefussy.



94

AllIknowisthatGussyisfussy.

Butheisnotfussyaboutme.

Hereallylovestoplaywithme.



95

Gussyisagooddog.

Helovesme.

AndIlovehim.

TheEnd
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