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Iamgoingtotellyouthegreatestdolphinstoryevertold.

3



MynameisShin.

Iwasborninthebeautifulblue,sunnywater.

4



Asadolphinchild,Ilovedtoplayintheprettywater.

Ihadafewfriends,butneverasmanyasIwanted.
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Iwasaregulardolphin.

Iwasnotthefastestorthesmartest.IwishedthatIwasspecial.

Ievenwishedforsuper-dolphinpowers.
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OftenmyfamilyandIwouldseeboatsonthebrightwater.

MyFatherandMothertoldmetonevergonearaboat.

AndmyGrandfathertoldme,“Someboatsareniceandsomearebad.”

Youhavetobeverywisetoknowifitisasafeboatoradangerousone.
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OnedayIwasplayingwithMac,JiffandLan.

Wewereracingfromrocktorock.

Iwasmad—Ikeptlosingtheraces.
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Thenalargeboatwithmanylightscameclose.

Iswamfasttowardtheboattoshowmycourageandbravery.

IfelttheotherkidswouldthinkIwasstrong.
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AsIcameclosetotheboat,Iwasscared.

Itwassobig.

IrememberedwhatmyFatherandGrandfathersaidabout“badboats.”

ButIdidnotwantmyfriendstoseeIwasafraid.

Thenabignetwasthrownintothewaterandwasallaroundme.

Itcaughthundredsofsmallfish.Itcaughtmetoo.
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Iwastrappedinsidethenet.

Icalledtomyfriendstohelpme,buttheywereafraid.

Theyswamawayinfear.
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Iwasaloneinthenet.

ThenIbegantobepulledintothebigboat.

Icouldseesomemenonthedeckoftheboat.Buttheydidnotseeme.

Theydidnotcarethatthenetwashurtingme.

Theyweremeanmenonabadboat.

Finally,IfeltnoonewouldhelpmeandIcried.
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SuddenlymyGrandfatherswamuptomeandkissedmycheek.

“IloveyouShin,”hesaid.

Heturnedaroundandswamquicklyawayfromme,andIthoughthe
wasgoingtoleaveme.

Butthenheturnedandswamtowardme.

Heswamfasterandfasterandfaster—straightatme.

“Donotbeafraid,”hecalled,“Iloveyou!”
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ThenmyGrandfather’sfacehitmybodysohardthathe
knockedmerightoutofthenet!

ThenIswamawayfromthenet.Iwasfree!

Iswamasfastascanbe,andswamforhome.
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Soonmyfamilyandotherdolphinsswamouttomeetme.

“WhereisyourGrandfather?”theyasked.Ididnotknow.

Ithoughthewasbehindme.

Soweallswamtowardthebadboat.

WesawmyGrandfatherstuckinthenet.

HewasinthesameplaceIhadbeenstuck.

Whenhepushedmeout,hegotcaughtinthenet.
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InacoupleofminutesmyGrandfatherwasgone.Hewaspulledupinto
thelargeboat.Wecircledtheboathourafterhour,buthewasgone.

IhadlostmyGrandfatherbydisobeyingandswimmingnearastrange
boat.IknewthatwhatIdidwaswrong.Iwastoldnottoswimnearany
boats.MyGrandfatherdiedbecausehesavedme.

Dayafterday,IwishedIcouldseemyGrandfather.Buthewasgone.

Hewasgoneforever.
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Thenonenight,Icouldnotsleep.

SoIwentforaswimaloneinthenightwater.

Itwasquietandnoonewasawake.

AsIswam,IaskedGod,“Why?

WhydidIhavetolosemyGrandfather?

WhydidImakesuchabaddecision?”
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AsIwastalkingtoGod,Isawsomethinginthedeepestwater.Ilooked
downandsawaspotoflight.Itwaslikeastarinthedeepwater.Itlooked
veryfaraway.Ikeptlookingatthelight.Itwasmoving.Itwascomingup
fromthedarkwaters.

Iwasafraidofthelight.Iwasafraidofthedeepdarkwater.

JustasIwasgoingtoswimawayfromthedeeplight,Iheardasong.It
wasawonderfulsong.Istoppedswimmingandlistened.Thesongwas
beingsungby thousandsofdolphins. Icouldsee thousandsofdotsof
lightdowninthedarkwater.
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Thentheothersingersstopped,andtherewasonlyonesinger
withthebrightestlight.

Itwasanolddolphin,shininglikethesun.

Hewasswimmingup
towardme.

“Whoishe?”Ithought.

Thenashecamecloser,

Ibecameafraid.

“Pleasedonothurtme,”
Isaid.

Andthebrightglowing
dolphinsaid,“Ihavealways
lovedyou,Shin.Whyare
youafraid?”

ThenIrealizeditwasmy
Grandfather!

Iswamuptohimandtouchedhimwithatouchoflove.
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Hisbrightheadshowedthescarsfromthenet.

“Whathappened,”Iasked.“Howcanyoustillbealive?”

“Mychild,Ihavebeentothedeepestwaters,whereonlytheocean’s
Creatorlives.Ihaveseenthegreatestofalllivingsecrets.Iknowthe
MakeroftheoceanlovesyouShin,andknowsyourname.

Hehassentmebacktoyou.TheCreatorhastoldmetotellyouHehas
forgivenyouandlovesyou.Donotbeafraid.Youareneveralone.”
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ThenmyGrandfatherandIswamfordaysanddays.

HetoldmetheCreator’ssecretsandthemysteryofthedeepwater.

MyGrandfathertaughtmethathewholovesneverdies,butonly
becomesmorealive.

Ialsolearnedthattheworld’sCreatorlistenstomeandhearsme.
IamveryspecialtoHim.
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SonowIamtellingmyspecialstorytoyoungoneslikeyou.

Ihavelivedmanyhappyyears.

Iamthankfultotheocean’sCreatorforforgivingme,
savingmyGrandfather,andmakingmefeelspecial.

PraisetotheGodofLove—forever.

TheEnd
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IfIcouldfly,

Iwouldflyhigh.
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Iwouldflysohigh,

thatyoucouldnotseemeinthesky.
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Iwouldflyabovetreesandleaves.
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Iwouldflyabovebugs.

28

Iwouldflysohigh,

Iwouldnotbeabletodomyhomework!
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Iwouldflywiththebirdsandsingwiththem.

Iwouldflyabovetheclouds,sohigh,Icouldseeairplanesaboveme!
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IfIcouldflythathigh,itwouldbefunforacoupleofdays.

ButthenIwouldfeelalone,because

nootherchildrencouldplayintheskywithme.
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IfIcouldfly,IwouldflysohighIcouldtouchGod.
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IfIcouldfly,Iwouldflyhigh.

Butthenafterflyingforhours,

Iwouldgethungryandtired.



33

SoIwouldstartflyinglower.

Iwouldstartflyinghome.
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IfIcouldfly,Iwouldflylowatdinnertime.

IwouldflapmyfeetsoquickthatImightlosemyshoes.

ButIcancatchmyshoes,asIcruise!
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Ilovetoflydownabovethetrees.

Ilovetoflybetweenbranchesandtouchleaves,

asIflyonmywayhome.
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IfIcouldfly,Iwouldflyaslongascouldbe.

ThenIwouldflyandrestinaneighborhoodtree.
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IwouldseewhatIcouldsee,

highupinmyneighborhoodtree.
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IfIcouldfly,Iwouldstillflyhome.

Iwouldobeymyparents.

Andcomehomewhentheycalledforme.
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Iwouldgohomebeforeitwasdark,

becauseifIcouldnotsee,Imightbumpintoatree.
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WhenIfly,Ifeelfree.

Iamhappy.

Ihopeyousleepwelltonight.

Ihopeyoudreamhappydreams…

Dreamswhereyoucanflyashighasme!

TheEnd
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Maxywasmybestfriend.

IfIwasmoodyormad,heforgaveme.
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IfIplayedwithmyotherfriends,hedidnotgetmadatme.
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IfIwaslatefeedinghim,hewasstillhappytobefed.
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Maxylovedtoplaycatch.
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HelikedwatchingTVwithme.

Helovedtocuddlenexttome.

Ilovedthefeelofhiswarmfur.

Hewassofriendly,hewouldlickmyneck.

Itwasnotgross.Itwasfun.

47



Thensomethingreallybadhappened.Maxygotsick.

Thenhedied.

TheDoctorsaidMaxydidnothaveanypain.

Iguessthatwasgood,butIjustwantedmyMaxyback.

MyDadsaid,“YougaveMaxyagoodlife.

Maxyknewyoulovedhim.”
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ThatweekendwewenttoChurch.TheytalkedaboutHeaven.

“DidMaxygotoHeaven?”IaskedmyMother.

“Yes,”shesaid.
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ThatnightIhadadream.

ItwasallaboutMaxy.
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Maxywasrunningandplayingwithotherdogsandcats.
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Inmydream,hewasplayingwithotherpeoplewhohaddied.

HewasplayingwithmyGrandfatherandmyAuntHelen.

MyGrandfatherandAuntHelenwerechasingMaxy

veryfastandplayingtag.

ThenMaxywassittingontopofmyGrandfather’shead!

ThenhestarteddancingonmyAuntHelen’sbed.

Shehadpretty,longblondhair.

GrandfatherandAuntHelenwerelaughingandgiggling.

Noonewassadormad.

AllofMaxy’sanimalfriendswereinmydream.Muffinthecatand
Bettythebirdwerethere.TheywereallhangingonmyGrandfather.

Mydreamwassoreal!Itwaslikebeingawake!
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Then,Iheardastrong,friendlyVoicecallout,

“Maxy,mydearlovelylittleMaxy,comesitonmylap.”

TheVoicemadeMaxyveryhappy.

HerantotheVoice.
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ItwasGod!

ManylovelythingsweretherewithGod.

Maxysawnicefriendlypeople,andprettybirdsandfish.

Healsoheardwonderful,prettymusic.

EverythingMaxylovedwaswithGod.
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AllthepeopleandangelswereverykindtoMaxy.

IcouldtellMaxyfeltveryloved.Mostofall—GODLOVEDHIM!

Maxywasveryhappy.
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ThenIwokeup.
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Mylittlesisterwasawakeinthenextbed.

Sheaskedme,“DoyoumissMaxy?

Doyouthinkheishappy?”

57



“Yes,IthinkMaxyisveryhappy,”Itoldher.

“Heissoveryhappy.HeiswithGod!”

58



“DoyouthinkIwilleverseehimagain?”mysisterasked.

59



“Yes,”Isaid,“IthinkGodiskeepingMaxyforus.

Allgoodthings,allgoodpeople,andallgoodpetsareinHeaven.”

Mysistersmiledandhuggedmeclose.

WearehappyMaxyisstillalive.

Wemisshim,butwearegladwewillseehimagainsomeday.

60

TheEnd
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Iammovinginafewmonths.

Idonotwanttomove.

Ihavegoodfriends.

Ilikemyschool.

SoIdonotwanttomove.
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Ilikemyfriends.

OneofmyfriendsisZach.

Weridebikesandplayvideogames.

Tomisalsomyfriend.

Butheistoorisky.

Sometimeshetriestoimpressgirlsbydoingdangerousthings.

YUCK!
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Ilikemyschool.

Ihaveagreatteacher,“Mrs.Chris.”

Sheiskindtome.

IfIgethurt,shetakescareofme.

Shedoesnotletanyonehurtme.
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Mrs.Chrisishavingababy.

Soshewillbeleavingmyschoolsoon.
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Jamieismybabysitter.

Sheisatonoffun.

Sheplayswithme.

IfIamsad,shecheersmeup.

Ienjoyher.
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Iwillmissmyschool.

Iwillmissmyfriends.

AndIwillmissJamie.
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IREALLYdonotwanttomove.

Thisstinks!

Ihavegoodfriendsandagoodschool.

AndthehouseIliveinnowisjustfine.
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MomandDadtookmetoournewhometoday.WemetMary.
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MyMomsaidMaryisa“movinglady.”
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Marythemovingladydoesnotworkonamovingtruck.

Shehelpsafamilyselltheirhomeandbuyanewhome.
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Maryisreallyfun.

Shetreatsmewell.

Sheshookmyhandandsmiledatme.

MaryaskedmehowIwasfeeling.

Ithinkshecaresaboutmyfeelings.
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Marydrovemyfamilyonthestreetsaroundmynewhouse.

Sheshowedmesomeneatthings.
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Ididnotwanttoplay.

ButthenMaryintroducedmetoallthekids,andtheywerenice.

Weplayedforafewminutesanditwasfun.

Wesawsomekidsplayingonourstreet.

Marystoppedthecar,andsaid,“Hello,

doyouneedanextraplayerforyourgame?”
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MarytoldmyMomhowtogettomynewschool,

andthensheleftforlunch.Shewasgoingtoeat“ahorse.”

Ididnotthinkthatwasverynice,sinceIlikehorses.

ButMarysaidshewasjustkidding.

Shewasjustsayingshewasveryhungry.

“Ihavenevereatenahorse,”shesaid.

Iwasgladtohearthat.
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ImetMrs.Roberts,mynewteacher.

Shewashappytoseeme.

Iasked,“Doyouhaveroomforanewstudent?”

Shesmiledandsaid,“Thereisalwaysroomforanewstudent.

Themorethemerrier.”

Thatmademelaugh.
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Imetsomeofthekidsinmyclass.

Weplayedduringrecess.

Thekidswerereallyfun.

Theytaughtmenewgames.
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Iatelunchwiththekidsinmyclass.

Thelunchroomwasveryclean.

Thelunchladywasalsonice.
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Aftergoingtomynewschool,

Myparentsdrovebacktomynewhome.

Westoppedataprettyplayground.

Marymetusattheplaygroundafterlunch.

Marytoldmethisniceplaygroundwasclosetomynewhome.

Shepointedtomyhouseupthestreet.

“Neat,”Isaid.Itwasreallyclosetomyhome.

Theplaygroundhadaslide,awhirlything,monkeybarsandswings.

Ithadeverything.Theplaygroundevenhadacovertoblock

thehotsunorrain.
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MaryaskedmyparentsifIcouldplayattheplayground.

Theysaid,“Yes.JustfortwentyminuteswhilewetalktoMary.”

Iplayedontheslideandmettwofriendlykids.
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AfterIplayed,wedroveupthestreet.

Weparkedinfrontofmynewhome.

Apolicemanliveddownthestreetfrommyhouse.

Marysaid,“OfficerJohnmakessurenobadkidscomearound.”

OfficerJohnwavedtoMaryandshewavedback.

Marysaid,“Isoldhimhishome.

Helivesrightdownthestreetfromyou.”
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Marysaid,“OfficerJohnhasareallynicedaughterandareallyniceson.”
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ThenMarysaid,“Hey,lookoverthere!”

Shepointedatawildrabbiteating.

Itwastotallycute.

Ilikerabbits.

Iwantarabbitasapetformynextbirthdaypresent.
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Thenanicecreamtruckcamedownourstreet.
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Manykidsrantothetrucktobuyicecream.

Maryboughtmeanicecreamcone.

Ittastedreallygood.

Itwasgreaticecream.
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WhileIwaseatingmyicecream,ournewmailmanwalkedby.

Shewasfriendly.

“Hi.”Isaid.

“Hello.Areyoumovinghere?”

“Yes.”Isaid.

Doyouhaveameandog?”Sheasked.

“No.”Isaid.

“Good.Iwillenjoydeliveringyourmail.”Shesaid.
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Speakingofdogs,Isawalittlegoldpuppynearournewhouse.

Hewasnotmadeofrealgold.

Buthehadprettygoldhair.
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ThegoldpuppyisMrs.Jones’puppy.

Shelivesnextdoor.

ShewavedtoMaryandmyfamily.
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Maryandmyfamilywalkedoverandsaid,“Hello.”

Ipetthepuppyasherolledonhisback.

Hisnameis“Speedy.”

Heiscute,friendlyandfast.
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AfterpettingSpeedy,Iwentinourhouse.

Maryandmyparentsshowedmemynewroom.

Mybedroomhadplentyofspaceformytoys.
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WhileIwaslookingatthehouse,myAuntJudycameby.

Shegavemeabighugandasqueezeandsaid,

“Iamsohappytoseeyou.Iloveyousomuch!”

Sheisanicelady,butshelivesfaraway.

Soweonlyseehertwotimesayear.

“Iamsogladyouaremovinghere.”Shesaidtome.

“NowIcanseeyoueveryweek.”

IlikemyAuntJudy.Sheisfunnyandcallsme“Honey.”

IwasgladtohearIwouldseehersomuch.
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Thenweleftournewhome.

Myfamilystartedtodrivebacktoouroldhome.

InthecarIthoughtabouttheday.

Ithinkmyparentsareright.

Iwilllikemovinghere.

AsIdrovehomeinthecar,

Iwasnotworriedaboutmymove.

Ievenwantedtogobackandplay.
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Ifyouaremovingwithyourfamily,

Afamilythatreallylovesyou…

Thenyouwillbejustfine.

Soboysandgirls,bothnearandfar,

Ifyouaremovingbytruckorbycar,

OnethingIknow,

Onethingistrue…Movingisfun.
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TheEnd

IbetaftermymoveIwillsaywhatMarytheMovingLadysays,

“Youwilllikeyournewhomeaton.

Movingisfun!”
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